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"It is an essential part of our plan for the
organisation of industries that adequate
scope should be provided for small-scale
and cottage industries along with large-
scale industries. This is important not
merely as a means of affording employment
but also of reducing the need for capital,
particularly of external capital, in the early
stages   of the  plan-----    But   generally  it
may be stated that while in basic industries
there is little scope for small industrial
units, they have an important and useful
place in consumption goods industries
where their function is in many cases com-
plementary to that of large units."1
Even Pandit Nehru, who is all for factories
and big machinery and who is convinced that
"rapid industrialisation of India is essential to
relieve the pressure on land, to combat poverty
and raise standards of living, for defence, and
a variety of other purposes," is equally convinced
that small industry could be made to complement
big industry. "It must be remembered," he
writes, "that however rapid might be the develop-
1 A Plan of Economic Development for India, 47, pp. 33-34.